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Preface:  There is a cooperative spirit between the International Student Ministry (ISM) 
network and the Diaspora network in the USA and Canada.  Delegates from Diaspora 
ministries participated in the first national ISM consultation in 1981, when ACMI 
(Association of Christian Ministries to Internationals) was formed.  It has been my 
privilege to represent ISM at the 1998 International Diaspora Leaders Consultation 
hosted by T.V. Thomas in Edmonton, Canada; the International Korean Diaspora 
Leaders Consultation in Kuala Lumpur in 2007; and to presently serve on the National 
Committee of the Ethnic America Network.  Representing ISM at this Lausanne 
Diasporas Strategy Consultation in Manila is the latest example of our mutual 
partnership in ministry among the foreign-born among us.

Introduction:
Last month over 25 former students and scholars from about 15 countries and all 
continents, spanning three decades of academic life in Boston, reunited at the Park 
Street Church FOCUS Forum. These accomplished Christian women and men from a 
vast array of professions, gathered in the sanctuary to testify of God’s grace as they 
serve Him in their homelands or other countries as nation-builders and transformation 
agents.  Returning to Park St. Church, which was my church in 1967-8, I felt like the 
sanctuary was “holy ground”, and the international graduates who were giving reports 
had also met God and His people there.

These former students from several colleges and universities in the Boston area are 
Christ’s ambassadors and witnesses around the world today.  In vivid sight, they 
embodied and exhibited a core value of international student ministry (ISM), that is, 
sharing the love and life of Christ with foreign students in holistic and authentic ways 
while they are among us, and contributing to their development as the world’s future 
leaders.

Seeing God’s exhibit of international disciples in the sanctuary testified to the reality of 
the value and need for international student ministry and its strategic world-wide impact.  

As I sat in the sanctuary beholding God’s work among international scholars, 
researchers, graduate and undergraduate students over the years, I thought back about 
the time in 1975 when a former international student gave a powerful message in the 
same sanctuary for the World Missions Conference of Park St. Church.  That message, 
“The Great-Blind Spot in Missions Today” was about ministry among international 



students, and how the Church often failed to see the tremendous opportunity and 
potential for world missions to and through foreign scholars.  That message certainly 
applied to The Church in 1975, and while there has been encouraging progress in 
moving from blindness to sight and vision, there still remains the need for the Holy Spirit 
to remove and replace various shades of blindness with clarity and vision.

Personal Journey from Blindness to Vision:
Before I give a progress report on the growth of the ISM movement, allow me to share 
my own journey from darkness into the light of international student ministry. 

It was a very unusual privilege for me to attend an American Christian college on a 
“Foreign Student Scholarship”, even though I was an American-born citizen from Hawaii 
(Hawaii was considered the ‘foreign mission field’ before Statehood).  Because of the 
scholarship I attended a Thanksgiving Conference for international students and felt 
very much “at home” with students from all over the world...but I did not catch the vision 
for ISM.  On campus I would walk by the room of students from Asia, and not really 
“see” them.  As an added increase to my senses that they were foreign, I would smell 
their cooking spices, or hear their foreign accent...but still I did not see them as part of 
my world.  So yes, I saw superficially, but was blind to accept them.  As long as they 
were not obviously hurting or needing help, they could be in their world and I was busy 
in my world with my American friends.  There were no negative feelings towards them, 
and if we happen to engage briefly, it was fine...like our American greeting in 
passing....friendly but superficial.  And so it was, for four years of seeing internationals 
on campus, but not engaging them in any personal level (to my loss).  I did not have 
xenophobia, i.e. the dread of foreigners, but I also did not practice hospitality, i.e. "to 
love foreigners".  I did not dread international students, but I was dead to international 
students living just a few dorm rooms away from me, and did not have any emotional 
sensitivity or compassion for them.  The blinders of ethnocentrism (and privacy of the 
American culture) are too prevalent, even on Christian campuses, churches, and the 
broader community.  Perhaps like the blindness of my insensitivity towards my 
international student neighbors, you too, also see in your own contexts of diaspora 
ministry.

I went from campus life to military duty and served in Korea.  I experienced Christian 
hospitality by an older Korean, who befriended me, although American military 
personnel were not always well-thought-of.  He introduced me to the Korean community 
and church, and discipled me.  He risked reaching out cross-culturally to connect with 
me, and enriched my life and experience of being a stranger in a strange land.  I left 
Korea with a deep love for the Korean people and the country....so much so that I 
returned there four years later as a self-supporting "tent-maker" missionary.  

At that time I thought that I could best serve God as a layman rather than a professional 
missionary, and, in another country, rather than in the US.  But God had another, 
opposite, plan for me.  He led me back to the US with a strong conviction to minister in 
the US,  even though my heart was to serve overseas.  He also led me to seminary.  In 



my second year of seminary I had a strong desire to return overseas, and was confused 
and bewildered, since I believed the Lord led me to remain in my country.  It was in that 
perplexing situation that I met a person working in ISM. I had never heard of ministry 
among international students and was interested to learn more.  The following day I 
received a newsletter from the World Evangelical Fellowship (now World Evangelical 
Alliance) describing all kinds of missionary endeavors, including one sentence about 
ISM.  That sentence jumped out at me, and I wondered if God was calling my attention 
to international student ministry.  As I thought about it, I realized (or, "the lights turned 
on") that God was solving my dilemma of staying home, but also being involved in 
global missions, by ministering to the world He brings to our campuses.  It was God's 
miracle "eureka moment" of discovering or seeing the answer to what seemed an 
irreconcilable problem....how could I be an overseas missionary while remaining at 
home?   That is when the blinders came off my eyes, and I saw the vision of 
International Student Ministry truly as global missions at home and on our campuses.

A few months later I substituted as a volunteer leader of a church-based ISM in Atlanta, 
GA and through that summer experience, received my call to full-time missionary 
service in ISM.  I sensed that many churches in North America were blind to the rich 
and ready opportunity to participate in global missions by relating with and serving 
International students in their communities.  Just as Jesus saw and felt compassion for 
the multitudes as harassed and helpless,  like sheep without a shepherd,  and told the 
disciples to ask the Lord of the Harvest to send workers into the harvest field (Matt. 
9:35-38), I saw that The Church was practically blind to international students.  This 
realization broke my heart and the burden to share the vision of ISM with The Church 
became my passion and call to full-time missionary service.  That was in 1977 and I 
took a leave from my seminary to travel for a year to share the ISM vision at mission 
conferences in the US and Canada.  For nearly four decades I have been privileged to 
be a mobilizer, advocate, and vision-imparter for ISM in North America, and increasingly 
at the global level in the last 15 years.

Insight for the Biblical Basis for ISM:
Sharing the vision for ISM includes sharing some of the Biblical basis for ministry 
among "strangers" and other relevant scriptures pertaining to the broader field of 
Diaspora peoples.  The Old Testament contains multiple commands for God's people to 
love the alien and foreigner in the land, as summarized in Leviticus 19:33-34, "When 
foreigners reside among you in the your land, do not mistreat them.  The foreigners 
residing among you must be treated as your native-born.  Love them as yourself, for 
you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God".  The New Testament has 
numerous injunctions to practice hospitality and welcome strangers.  A brief overview of 
Diaspora theology is contained in "Diaspora in the Bible" of the Lausanne Occasional 
Paper #55, which can be downloaded and printed freely by going to the LCWE website, 
www.lausanne.org, and clicking the link for Documents.

One of the Biblical perspectives I usually share with the ISM vision is how often  people 
will meet God while they are away from their homeland.  



We see this in Acts 2 with people from all around the Mediterranean world hearing the 
gospel in their own language  while they are in Jerusalem, and the Church was born as 
a multi-lingual, multi-ethnic Body.  

Acts 8 records the account of the traveling Ethiopian treasurer who was returning from 
Jerusalem, but needed to know more about the Messiah who is prophesied in Isaiah.  
Philip was diverted from a  great evangelistic ministry in Samaria to meet the African on 
the desert road, to explain the good news of Jesus.  The government official believed, 
was baptized, and went home rejoicing...and may have started the Church in Ethiopia.  I 
wonder how many international students and scholars also return home rejoicing 
because someone shared the good news of Jesus with them.

Acts 9 tells the story of Saul (a seminary student from Tarsus studying under Gamaliel in 
Jerusalem) who was persecuting followers of Jesus. Saul encounters Jesus and 
becomes Paul, the great missionary church-planter among the Gentiles. Thousands of 
international students encounter Jesus while studying abroad, and become Christ's 
ambassadors.  

Acts 10 is about two cross-cultural conversions; the Italian military commander and his 
family stationed in Caesarea who were prepared by God to receive the gospel, and 
Peter's transition from socio-religious, bias-blindness towards Gentiles, to accepting 
God's repeated revelation and reality that Gentiles are not impure or unclean.  Once 
Peter received God's declaration that foreigners are acceptable to Him, Peter was not 
hesitant to enter the presence of the Italians and share the good news of Christ.  
Sharing the ISM vision gives sight to the Church to accept foreign students in town and 
to connect with them, and many foreign students have been prepared by God to receive 
the gospel presented by the host Christian community.

One of my Bibles has a paragraph title, "First Convert in Europe" in Acts 16, which 
introduced the conversion of Lydia in Philippi, Macedonia.  Lydia met Paul and received 
Christ on European soil, but she was actually from across the sea in Thyatira, in the 
Asian province which Paul had been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to enter.  Perhaps 
Lydia went back to Thyatira for business or to visit, and was a witness in the place and 
to the people that Paul and his missionary team were prevented by God to go to.  So it 
is with many converted international scholars, faculty, and students who receive Jesus 
abroad, and return to a place and people that missionaries have been prevented from 
going to. 

Many international students arrive in a new country and culture as vibrant Christians, 
and needing to be received by a hospitable church and Christian friends who may 
encourage them and enable them to grow and serve.  That was the situation for Apollos, 
a native of Alexandria, Egypt, who had arrived in Ephesus and was speaking boldly of 
Christ in the synagogue.  In Acts 18 Apollos was befriended by Priscilla and Acquila, 
who invited him to their home.  There they explained the way of God more adequately 
to Apollos, who later went to Achaia and had a powerful apologetics ministry.  Priscilla 
and Acquila were like "host families" and friends today, who would invite Christian 



international students to their homes as a place for fellowship and growth.  One area for 
pro-active hospitality could be inviting international students at seminaries, Bible 
colleges, and Christian schools for fellowship and meals in a Christian home.

Gaining Vision of the Strategic Nature of ISM:
What was a "great blind-spot in missions" in 1975 has been gradually diminishing as 
The Church continues to gain vision about the strategic value of ISM, and a better 
understanding of international students and scholars who are:

*  already here and now, on our campuses, in our communities, and in
            our churches;  we do not need to wait to go somewhere, over there, in

    the future; we do not need to get a visa, medical exams and vaccines,
    or purchase a plane ticket

*  sufficiently conversant in our language in order to study in our schools,
            or may be in a language institute to enhance the learning of our 
            language, and appreciate the opportunity to practice our language
            with us (and while we do not need to be fluent in their native tongue,
            we could have them teach us some expressions of their language)

*  generally curious to learn about our culture, history, country (city,
   town) and may wish to have friends who can be cultural mentors

*  often more open, curious, and responsive to learning about Jesus Christ 
   while living abroad, such as has been seen among Chinese scholars 
   and Japanese students

*   freer to consider the gospel if they are away from a restrictive society,
             culture and religion that is hostile towards Christianity

*   often from unreached people-groups where the Church does not yet
             exist or is in an infant stage

*   appreciative of hospitality, and welcome relationships of mutual
    intercultural interaction, as well as the intergenerational social context

            of host-families where younger children, parents, and grand-parents are 
    valued along with peer-age adults

*    potential world leaders politically and in their professions, nation-
     builders, and transformation agents.  Our visit to the President's office in
     Manila reminds me that the current and recent Presidents of the

             Philippines were students abroad; most graduates eventually return
             home sooner or later, and often grow into leadership positions

*   Christian returnees, that are significantly establishing the universal
    Church;  many of the top evangelical leaders of the Church in Malaysia



             and Singapore today were students in Australia in the '60's and 70's;
            John Sung came to Christ in the US in the mid-1920's and returned to

    China as an apostle and revival spread like wildfire.  His first missionary
    endeavor was to Manila in 1935, and revival spread through much of

             the Far East.  At about the same period that John Sung was building
    a ministry in China in the late 20's, Bakht Singh of India, a Sikh, was
    being attracted to Christ over a span of months while studying in the UK 
    and then in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.  Bakht Singh received Christ
    and returned to be an apostle to India, just like John Sung was to China 
    and East Asia.  "Bakht Singh's New Testament church planting model 
    multiplied to over 500 congregations in India and 200 congregations in 
    Pakistan, plus a number in Europe and North America" (from Thinking 
    Small: Global Missions and American Churches, by Jonathan Bonk,
     Missiology, April, 2000).

*    informants and "instructors" that may advance the missions movement;

              Two mega-shifts in missions in the 19th and 20th century were spurred
               on by the informants role provided by international students:

1)  In the 3rd week of the July-long Moody student conference at Mt. 
                      Hermon, MA, 1886, a special "meeting of the ten nations" was held
                      in which students from 10 countries shared briefly about the need
                      for missionaries in their part of the world.  Those "Macedonian 
                      calls" fueled a response that resulted in 100 of the 251 students

     signing a pledge of willingness and desire to be missionaries. 

                      The missionary passion coming out of the conference was the 
      initial thrust that led to the formation of the Student Volunteer 
      Movement for Foreign Missions in 1888.  The SVMFM produced 
      over 20,500 missionaries on the field, and thousands more who 

                       supported the missionary movement. [source: Student Power in
      World Evangelism, by David Howard, Inter-varsity Press, 1970]

                        
                         
     2)   Dr. Ralph D. Winter's development of the Unfinished Task of
                       World Evangelization in relation to the "hidden peoples"/

      unreached peoples concept effected a paradigm-shift in mission
                       understanding and strategic planning.  What contributed to the
                       emerging "people groups" world-view of Dr. Winter?  He told me 

      in effect, that the Fuller Seminary School of World Missions where
      he taught at, had 10 students and 100 faculty...and went on to 
      explain that he was a student learning about church growth and 
      evangelism among the world's great diversity of cultural sub-
      groups, from a 100 "teachers"...his international student 
      informants. 



     
International students have played a tremendous role in the advance
of missions understanding and needs, and will continue to be 
valuable instructors, if we are willing to listen and learn from them.

*   gifts of God to the host nation and Church; an African seminary student
    was instrumental in the conversion of a veteran Episcopal priest, who

              later became a bishop and played a significant role in the evangelical
              renewal within the American Episcopal Church
                       
Local churches are discovering, or seeing, how enriching it is to have a ministry among 
international students (the following excerpts are adapted from Global Missions at 
Home, by Leiton Chinn, Mission Maker Magazine 2008)

*   the benefits and significant global impact that's possible with a modest
              ISM budget; high-yield but low cost

*   ISM provides a tangible dimension to a church's mission vision, with
             engagement options for the congregation to participate in...beyond
             prayer and financial support of overseas missionaries and ministries

*   ISM incorporates the broad range of church members available for
             involvement, from children to retirees, and utilizes their varied gifts for

     service---hospitality, helps, administration, teaching, mercy, evangelism,
             leadership, etc.

*    returned or retired missionaries back home are extending their cross-     
     cultural mission service by ministering among international students 

              from the country or cultural-linguistic group they served overseas; we
     had several missionaries and other returned expatriate government or

              business people involved regularly in our church-based ISM

*   many people who have a desire to serve abroad but are not able to, are
             having a fruitful ministry with international students from the country or
             region of the world they had intended to go to; it is not unusual to hear
             volunteers say that they had a desire to be a missionary when they were
             younger, but circumstances changed their direction in life, and are now
             being global missionaries at home, and sometimes in their homes.

     ["before the Haywards were married, Edith wanted to go India as a 
     missionary, but she could not.  The Lord instead enabled her and her
     husband to host, disciple and prepare a vessel for His work in India and

              other parts of the world...Bakht Singh...living with them as a newly 
              converted international student, little did they realize that their guest 
              would one day be the...greatest evangelist and church-planter in India 
              in the 20th century; from Brother Bakht Singh of India, by T.E. Koshy,



     2003]
       
*   international student friends are ready-made language and cultural 
     teachers for anyone going to the students' countries for long-term or 
     short-term missions, study abroad, work, or simply a visit

*   international students may provide a critical linkage for ministry/mission
             in their homeland, either personally after they return home or by giving
            a positive introduction and endorsement of missionaries to their family,
            friends, and networks; returnees could be gatekeepers that open the
            door for ministry by foreigners in their country

*   the reality is that most Christians are not "called" to serve as long-term
    professional missionaries or to be self-supporting "tent-maker" 

            missionaries in another country, but will remain in our homelands.  But
            staying home does not mean we cannot engage in cross-cultural, global
            ministry....ISM is one avenue for engaging in world missions at home

John R. Mott is well known for being an extraordinary mission mobilizer, leader, and 
strategist, and he saw the need for ISM.  He attended that first international student 
Christian conference at Mt. Hermon, MA in 1886, heard the plea for missionaries by 
students from the 10 nations, signed the missionary pledge, and was one of four who 
traveled across the country to spread the missionary challenge that gave birth to the 
SVMFM. "It was undoubtedly out this conference that the idea of a student volunteer 
organization to assist foreign students in the US grew in the mind of Mott....but it was 
not to come to fruition for more than 25 years" [Unofficial Ambassadors: the Story of 
International Student Service, by Mary A. Thompson, ISS, 1982].  

John R. Mott was the first chairman of the SVMFM, first general secretary of the World's 
Student Christian Federation, chair of the International Missionary Council, chair of the 
World Missionary Conference, Edinburgh, 1910 (which is being celebrated at 
Lausanne's Cape Town 2010 and other events), the national secretary of the 
Intercollegiate YMCA for 27 years, and was a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize.  What 
most people do not know is that in 1911 he organized and led the US's first organization 
designed to aid foreign students, the Committee on Friendly Relations Among Foreign 
Students(CFR).  The CFR spawned and encouraged many programs and structures to 
service international students.  Thus, one of the greatest missionary advocates and 
leaders of the last century was also the visionary to pioneer the first ISM organization in 
America...nearly 100 years ago.

Growth of the ISM Movement:  In order to get a simple overview and glimpse of the 
global development of the ISM movement for this consultation, a survey was taken 
requesting 3 items of information: the year the ISM started, number of ISM staff 
(collectively of full-time, part-time), and website.

United States:  Hardly any organizational ISM development occurred 



between the start of the CFR in 1911 and the 1950's:

*   InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF)
+  the Board authorized ministry to international students in

                                1944, but the ISM Dept was established in 1952 with David
                                Adeney as director

+  about 100 staff
+  www.intervarsity.org/ism

*   International Students Inc (ISI)
+  1953
+  nearly 400 staff and ministry representatives
+  www.isionline.org

*   Southern Baptist Convention
+  1955, but national coordinating leadership has fluctuated
     over the decades
+   at least 104 (2013), plus other ISM workers, key volunteers, and

                        many churches

*   Ambassadors for Christ (Chinese students/scholars ministry)
+  1963
+  about 90 staff (26 full-time and 82 associate) on nearly 90 campuses
+  www.afcinc.org

*   Campus Crusade for Christ / Bridges International
+  established an ISM dept in 1968, but the ISM specialized staff
    position dissolved in 1978, hoping to shift ISM vision to all

                                the campus staff.  Bridges International began in 1983 with a
             focus on Chinese students until 2002, when it adopted a 

                                broad scope for all international students; rebirth of ISM staff
+  318 staff members on 198 campuses.
+  www.bridgesinternational.com

*   Nagivators
+  1977
+  110 full & part-time staff at 46 locations
+  www.nav-ism.org

*   Helping International Students (HIS), Manhattan, KS 
+  began in 1976 with a lay couple and incorporated as a 
    cooperative community ministry association in 1978
+  1full-time staff; part-time intern and volunteer staff; liaison

                                 leaders from 17 churches and 11 campus ministries (2013)
+   www.hismanhattan.blogspot.com



*   International Friendships Inc. (IFI)
+  1979
+  62 staff in 13 locations
+  www.ifiusa.org

*   ACMI (Association of Christians Ministering among Internationals)
+ 1981
+  about 300+ members (ISM staff and volunteers)
+  www.acmi-net.net

*   International Friendship Ministries
+  1981
+  18 staff
+  www.ifmusa.org

*   Reformed Univ. Fellowship-International (Presbyterian Church in America)
+  1983
+  21 ISM staff and interns on 13 campuses
+  www.ruf.org/ruf-international

*   Campus Ambassadors (Conservative Baptists)
+  1984 campus staff assigned to ISM
+  6 staff
+  www.missionsdoor.org/campus

*   FOCUS, Portland, OR (coalition of ISMs & churches)
+  1985
+  for 2015/16: 12 staff from 5 organizations and 60+ ministry volunteers 
    from 40 churches; primary school is Portland State Univ, but students 
    3 other schools participate
+  www.focuspsu.com

*   China Outreach Ministries (COM)
+  chartered as Chinese Overseas Christian Mission in 1959 as

                                a fund generating arm to support other work among Chinese
                                students; began as an ISM in 1988 and modified its name

+  77 campus staff at 53 campuses across the U.S. and one in Canada
+  www.chinaoutreach.org

*   OMF (Overseas Missionary Fellowship)
+  1988
+  4 Diaspora/ISM staff (2013)
+  www.omf.org/omf/us/get_involved__1/welcoming_ministry 

*   Chi Alpha: ISFM (Assemblies of God)
+  some ISM work in mid-80's, first ISFM director in 1989



+  all Chi Alpha campus ministry staff receive ISM training and include 
       ISM as part of their ministry, thus 166 campus groups have ISM
  +  www.onemorefriend.org

*   Horizons International
+  1990
+  40 ISM staff in 9 states and 21 campuses.
+  www.horizonscu.org

*  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network (Returnee specialization)
+  JCFN began when Japanese students met at the International
    Student Conference at the 1990 IVCF Urbana Missions

                                Convention.  First full-time staff appointed in 1994.
+  3 staff at US-JCFN office, 2 staff and 6 associate staff in Japan
+  www.jcfn.org

+  JCFN conducted the first All Nations Returnee Conference in
                                 Japan in March, 2009 with over 600 participants.

*   InterFACE Ministries
+  1991
+  90 staff (30+ full-time & part-time, plus key volunteer staff) in about

              20 locations
+  www.iface.org

*   HIS International (Columbia, SC)
+  1991
+   5 staff in 3 locations
+  www.hisinternational.org

*   Overseas Campus Magazine (for Chinese students/scholars)
+  1992
+  20 staff
+  www.oc.org

*   ISM Inc.  (The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod)
+  1996
+  15 ISM Inc [mission agency] staff;  500 related ISM staff at

                                  90 ministry sites
+  www.isminc.org

Details of the founding process and descriptions of several early national ISMs as well 
as some other localized ministries are contained in the research paper, The Historical 
Development of the International Student Ministry Movement in the USA by Leiton 
Chinn, 1979.  The concluding wish of the paper became prophetic, "In 30 years [from 
1949 to 1979] the foreign field of international students in the USA has grown from less 

http://www.onemorefriend.org/


than 30,000 to nearly 300,000.  While the increase of the international student foreign 
field has grown substantially, the increase in laborers and ISMs has grown moderately.  
During this next decade, may God grant a "great awakening" and response to the 
validity, vision, and mission of the ISM movement in America".  Within two years of that 
wishful prayer, a new ISM networking mechanism was birthed to enhance the 
development of the ISM movement in the USA and Canada.  The Association of 
Christian Ministries to Internationals (ACMI) was birthed in 1981 as a result of the first 
North American Consultation for International Student Ministry Workers.  ACMI, which is 
now called the Association of Christians Ministering among Internationals, conducts 
annual equipping conferences for ISM staff and volunteers.  One of the useful services 
of ACMI is that of linking transitioning international students with a Christian fellowship 
when relocating from one place to another; both ACMI-Link and a Find an ISM Contact 
link are on the ACMI website: www.acmi-net.net.

Canada:

*   InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF)
+  1952
+  16 full-time and 5 part time staff
+  www.ivcf.ca (links: ministries, campus, international students)

*   International Student Ministries Canada (ISMC)
+  1984
+  Approximately 120 in approximately 35 cities in 9 (out of the 10)
    provinces of Canada
+  www.ismc.ca

*   OMF
+  1988
+  2 staff; Chinese
+  www.omf.org/omf/canada/get_involved/

          become_a_welcomer

        Europe:  the two largest ISM movements/ministries in Europe are the 
associated indigenous campus ministries of the International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students (IFES) and Friends International of the U.K. 

United Kingdom:

*   UCCF: the Christian Unions (part of the IFES movement)
                         +  have had ISM staff over the years; "International Cafes" are

             part of strategy; in the 2008 Annual Review a pastor testifies
                                that international students from UCCF become their sent and
                                supported missionaries

+  www.uccf.org.uk



*   International Students Christian Services (ISCS);  now called
     Friends International

+  1985
+  23 full time, 38 part time;  18 Associate, part-time staff; at 35 cities (of 

which some are multiple campuses)
+  www.friendsinternational.org.uk

*   Overseas Missionary Fellowship (OMF)
+  1988
+  8 "Diaspora" staff doing ISM w/ Chinese, Japanese, Thai
+ www.omf.org/omf/uk/omf_at_work/omf_at_work_in_the_uk 

*   Navigators
+  2001
+  10 staff
+  www.navigators.co.uk/ism

Germany:

*   SMD (part of IFES)
+  1970's
+  2 staff
+  www.smd.org/smd-international

*   OMF
+   1988
+   5 staff reaching Chinese, Japanese
+   www.omf.org/omf/deutschland/asien 

Switzerland:

*   VBG  (IFES) 
+  1990's
+  2 staff plus leaders in 3 cities
+  www.evbg.ch/isa

Netherlands:

*   IFES-BIS
+  1988 various IFES campus ministries began reaching
     international students; formed a platform to coordinate

                                 ISMs in 1991
+  13 staff, 11 trainees and many volunteers in about 15 cities
+  www.ifes.nl/en/

*   OMF



+  2008
+  1 staff; Chinese
+  www.omf.org/omf/nederland/azie_info 

Finland:

*   Partnership b/w IFES, International Christian Union and 
     International Church in Helsinki

+  contact:  lilian.linden@gmail.com;  pastor@church.fi

France:   Paris has more international students than any other city in the
       world, but no sustaining ISM that I am aware of.  The French

                        Cru ministry is engaging international students.

Italy, Portugal, Austria, Poland, Ukraine, and other countries of greater 
Europe had or have IFES ISM activity; see:  www.ism-ifeseurope.org

Africa:  Besides South Africa as the leading receiving country of international 
students, there is increasing interest for ISM in Kenya and Ghana.

South Africa:

*   Bridge  (University of Stellenbosch, 3,000 international students)
+  2000
+  2 full-time couples; 20 part-time volunteers
+  www.sun.ac.za/bridge

Asia-Pacific:  this region not only sends the largest number of international 
students, but is also growing as a destination region as well

Philippines:

*   Diliman Bible Church & Diliman Campus Bible Church, Manila 
+  the Outreach to International Students (OIS) began in 1982
    and ministers to students at the Univ. of the Philippines

*   FOCUS, University of the Philippines Los Banos & RICE Inst.
+  couple churches involved at UPLB and RICE Research 
    Institute in mid-70's-80's, then formed FOCUS in 1987
+  1 full-time volunteer staff; 10 part-time staff from 4 churches
+  no website, but contact:   melyhoque14@yahoo.com

*   Union Church, Manila, has some ISM engagement

*    InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) has had fluctuating ISM
involvement since 1980's.  No ISM staff currently, but 1 may be

http://www.sun.ac.za/bridge


added in 2016

Korea:

*   Scientists & Engineers Members, International, Daejeon City
     Cooperative outreach to international scientists and students

+  1995
+  2 Full-time; 21 Part-Time staff; 120 volunteer teachers, 20 locations
+  www.semintl.org

*   International Student Fellowship (ISF)
+  1997
+  80 staff
+  www.isfkorea.org

*   InterVarsity Fellowship (IVF)
+  began in local cities in 2002, then nationally in 2007
+  1 full-time; 3 part-time staff, several volunteer student leaders
+   http://club.cyworld.com/ismivf (for members only)

*   KOSTA (Korean Students Abroad); ministry among Korean 
    international students by Korean churches; name change to

                            Evangelical Fellowship of Korean Students International; annual
                            conferences in many countries

+  began in 1986 in Washington DC
+  www.kosta.org

Singapore:

*   FOCUS  initially a reunion fellowship of alumni who attended the
FOCUS ministry of Park Street Church, Boston, MA; now has

                            outreach to international students 
+  probably started in 70's
+  1 volunteer director
+  contact:  Silas Wong at    silas.sk.wong@gmail.com

  *   Fellowship of Evangelical Students (FES) 
+  11 staff integrating ISM as part of the campus staff ministry role;
    provided leadership for National ISM Consultations in 2006
    and 2007; and logistic support for the Lausanne Asia-Pacific Regional
    ISM Leaders Forum in 2010 and 2015
+  also, staff for Chinese students and Indonesian students
+  www.fessingapore.org

Malaysia:



*   First Baptist Church, Kuala Lumpur
+  late 1990's
+  ISM Committee with 20 workers;  hosted the first conference

                       in Malaysia for international students in April, 2009, with 110
                                participants from at least 16 countries

+  www.fbc.com.my/ism

*   Fellowship of Evangelical Students (FES)
+  has had full-time and part-time staff assigned for ISM
+  www.fes.org.my  

Australia:

*   Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students (AFES)
+  outreach to international students at least by the 1960's
    1998--first dedicated staff for ISM; ISM called "FOCUS"
+  53 Full-time and Part-time staff; 18 Apprentices at 28 campuses
+  www.afes.org.au/focus

*   Overseas Christian Fellowship (OCF)
+  International students in Sydney invited international students

                                from Melbourne and Adelaide to join them for an Easter camp
                                in 1958.  This led to formation of OCF in 1959.

+  since its inception, OCF has been a student-led movement, 
                       which now has 15 OCF Centres throughout Australia

+  www.ocfaustralia.org

*   Navigators
+  1980
+  12 staff
+  www.navigators.org.au (link to "ministries")

*   OMF
+  1988
+  3 staff;  Japanese, Thai
+  http://sites.google.com/site/reachthaioz/ 

New Zealand:

*   ISM NZ
+  evolved from Navigator ISM activity starting in the late 60's 
    that developed in the 70-80's; blessed to spin-off as new

                                entity in 2000
+  52 staff



+  www.ism.org.nz

*   Tertiary Students Christian Fellowship (TSCF)
+ ISM began in 1959 as Overseas Christian Fellowship (OCF), 

                                but OCF dissolved in NZ and the work came under TSCF
+  all TSCF staff work with international students, thus there are

                                17 staff and 4 interns.
+  www.tscf.org.nz;   contact:  jane@tscf.org.nz

*   OMF
+  1988
+  3 staff; Chinese, Japanese
+  www.omf.org/omf/new_zealand/kiwiana/   

            diaspora_and_bamboo 

India:

*  Friends of International Students/Union of Evangelical Students 
    India (FIS-UESI)

+  some ISM work began in 1992, but FIS dept. began in 1994
+  www.fisindia.org;  contact:  fisuesi@hotmail.com

*  International Student Friendship, (InterServe);  Pune; Emmanuel Benjamin
findemmanuel@gmail.com

Japan:

*   OMF
+  1988
+  2 staff,  Chinese
+  www.omf.org/omf/japan/resources/   

             japanese_diaspora_ministry_resources 

*   IFES  (KGK) has 3 staff on 6 campuses

                 *   A long-time missionary reports that there is no specific ISM organization
    in Japan that he is aware of, but the increasing number of international

                     students is a field waiting for harvest, but there are few laborers.

Growth of International Student Mobility:  Japan is not alone as a country with a 
growing field of international students white unto harvest.  More and more developing 
and developed nations are seeing an increase in international students.  While the US 
continues to be the country of choice for international students (over 1,000,000 when 
including English language students), there has been a shift away from the US to other 
regions of the world, ever since the more restrictive entry requirements took effect after 

mailto:fisuesi@hotmail.com


September 11th, 2001.  Whereas the majority of students from Asia were selecting 
North America or Europe, there has been a growing trend for Asians to remain within 
the Asian region.  More Asian nations are adopting a national policy to attract 
international students for economic, political, and other national interests.

Data gleaned from primary sources on international student mobility (Project Atlas of the 
Institute of International Education; ICEF Monitor; the PIE News; and NAFSA: 
Association of International Educators) during the past year provides the current 
overview:  

GLOBAL:   From 2005 to 2011, the number of students throughout the world pursuing 
higher education outside of their home countries grew from 3 million to 4.3 million 
students, and that number is projected to reach 8 million globally mobile students 
throughout the world by 2025. (IIE, July, 2014) 

REGIONAL:  Europe is the top destination region, hosting 48% of all international 
students. North America is the second most attractive region for foreign students, with 
21% of the global total, followed by Asia with 18%.

NATIONAL:

Australia: 500,000 by 2020 (this goal has already been reached with 515,000 in   
2013)

Azerbaijan:  5,000 foreigners are enrolled in Azerbaijan today from as many as 30 to 
40 countries. Many of these students come from Iran and Turkey. 

Canada:  In 2014 Canada launched its International Education Strategy with an 
expressed goal to double international enrollment to 450,000 students by 2022...there 
were 293,505 international students in Canada in 2013 and 337,500 in 2014.

China: 

* 377,000 I.S. in China in 2014;  500,000 aim for 2020

* nearly 460,000 Chinese students went abroad in 2014 

* “More than 350,000 Chinese returned from overseas study in 2013, up from 
just 20,000 ten years earlier. They accounted for almost one-quarter of the 1.4 
million who had returned in total since 1978. 

*  364,800 students returned to China in 2014, an increase of 3.2% over 2013. 
   Since China first opened up to international study in 1978, a total of 3.5 million  
   Chinese have studied abroad. The total return rate for the period from 1978 to  
   2014 stands at 74.5%.



* 409,100, or around four in five, of the students who studied abroad in the  
   previous year had returned to China by the end of 2015.

Egypt: The Egyptian government recently announced plans to increase the number of 
international students, quadrupling enrollment from 53,000 to 200,000 

Finland: hosts roughly 20,000 international students today. 

France: variously counted as the third (by UNESCO) or fourth (by the Institute of 
International Education) most-popular study destination in the world. It hosted 295,084 
foreign students in 2013/14, and 298,000 in 2014/15, and has established an ambitious 
goal for 470,000 by 2025. 

Germany: with 322,000 international students in 2015, Germany is tracking well 
towards a longer-term goal to host 350,000 students by 2020. Germany is among the 
top study destinations in the world, after the US and UK, but contending with China, 
France, and Australia for the number three rank among major global destinations (some 
have China at #3)

India: Outbound Indian student numbers have bounced back from four years of decline 
with a year of rapid growth to break the 300,000 mark in 2014 (PIE News, May 7, 2015).

35,000 I.S. in India in 2015, with 10,000 new seats to open in 2017 at all the IITs (Indian 
Inst. of Tech) 

Indonesia: 25,000 international students

Japan: 184,155 international students enrolled in the country as of 1 May 2014. 

* the Global 30 Project, through which leading Japanese universities offer complete 
degree programs in English, and a broader goal to build international enrollment in the 
country to 300,000 students by 2020. 

Korea: latest statistics from the Ministry of Education, in 2014...the third straight year of 
declining numbers of Korean students abroad, a trend that has seen the country’s total 
enrollment overseas fall from a peak of 262,465 students in 2011 to 219,543 students 
as of 1 April 2014. 

There were 85,000 foreign students studied in Korea in 2014; the government would 
see this number increase to 200,000 by 2023.

Malaysia: 135,000 in 2014;  changing the initial target of hosting 200,000 international 
students by 2020 to 250,000 by 2025 



Mexico: 
* Mexico may soon send more students to the US than any other country in the world 
besides China (currently 274,439) and India (currently 102,673). 

In 2013, US President Barack Obama launched the 100,000 Strong in the Americas 
programme with a goal of more than doubling the number of US exchange students in 
the Americas by 2020. Soon after, Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto announced 
Proyecta 100,000, an initiative designed to send 100,000 Mexican students to US 
universities and to enroll 50,000 US students at Mexican institutions by 2018. 

New Zealand: 

* In August, 2014 NZ had 93,137 int’l students. 

* 2014 reached 110,198, the highest it has been since 2004. (PIE News, June 22, 2015) 
(mostly from India) 

Nigeria: 

* 15,000 postgraduate students from Nigeria that went abroad in 2012 is projected to 
increase to 40,000 students by 2024 

* UNESCO reports that more than 50,000 studied abroad in 2012. 
Most of these students choose the UK and the US. Other top destinations include 
Ghana, Malaysia, Canada, and South Africa. 

Netherland: 

* Over 80,000 foreign students are currently attending Dutch universities and colleges. 
(DutchNews.nl, July 15, ’14) 

Norway:  
* In 2012 there were 19,249 foreign students studying in the country 

Philippines:  61,000 (a government policy change resulted in dramatic increase from 
26,000 to 61,000 between 2011-12).

While visiting Manila in the mid-80's, I read on the front page of the local newspaper that 
the largest number of Bhutanese students outside of Bhutan, were studying in the 
Philippines.  A strategic missions opportunity existed, as Bhutan is the only official 
Buddhist kingdom in the world, and Christians face restrictions and persecution there.

Russia:  “Project 5-100” has seen number of international students nearly double to 
4,700 at 21 universities from 2012-2015.

Singapore:  projected growth to 150,000 in 2015

Slovakia: 11,102 international students studied at the tertiary level in Slovakia. (2013)



Taiwan: 

* Taiwan is also aiming to offset its declining domestic population with larger numbers 
of international students....Taiwan’s President announced “We are aiming to attract 
150,000 students by 2020”; 78,000 foreign students in 2014 

Thailand:  22,000 international students

Turkey: 

* Turkish International Students Department, has announced the government’s intention 
to host 200,000 inbound students by 2023. 

United Kingdom: 

* UK to send 25,000 students to India by 2020; UK-wide campaign to send 5,000 UK 
students a year to India over the next five years

* UK had about 410,000 int’l students in 2013. 

United States:

*  1,000,000+ international students in 2015

* 274,439 students from China studied in the United States in 2013/14 for an increase of 
16.5% from the previous year. That was also the fifth consecutive year in which Chinese 
students were the largest national group 

* more than 70,000 international students studied in American high schools in 2013 

+ number of inbound international students studying at the secondary school level in the 
United States tripled between 2004 and 2013, and this cohort now outnumbers those 
traveling to the United States for short- term exchange programs. 

* 289,408 American students studied abroad for academic credit in 2012/13....an 
ambitious goal to double the number of American students abroad, to 600,000 by 2019; 
Generation Study Abroad initiative was launched in early 2014 

Vietnam: 
* 125,000 Vietnamese students studied abroad in 2013, with just five international study 
destinations – Australia, the US, Japan, China, and Singapore – accounting for about 
two thirds of total outbound enrollment that year. 

As the number of international students continues to grow, so is there a need for the 
Church to catch the vision for ISM in the receiving countries.



Growth of ISM via the Lausanne Network:

I was curious to see if the concept of ISM was mentioned at the 1974 International 
Congress on World Evangelization, the progenitor of the Lausanne Committee for World 
Evangelization.  Among the vast array of topics and articles by 110 contributing authors 
contained in the Congress's compendium, Let the Earth Hear His Voice, the article most 
likely to address ISM is Michael Cassidy's "Evangelization Among College & University 
Students".  The exhaustive article covering a wide range of issues and items related to 
collegiate ministry, contained a brief recommendation in the section on 'Christian 
Strategy for the Modern Campus', "Committed Christians in a university town can use 
their homes in effective outreach, not just through discussion evenings, but in friendly 
caring.  This ministry can be particularly meaningful to international Third World 
students studying in First World countries".   There may not have been much further 
mention of ISM at that historic gathering or in the compendium.

ISM was not part of the agenda or discussion groups at the Conference on World 
Evangelization (COWE) at Pattaya in 1980, nor do I  know if ISM was talked about here 
in Manila at Lausanne II in 1989.  

In 2001 I received a survey from Dr. Peter Brierley, Lausanne Researcher, asking for 
input about cutting edge evangelism for the upcoming Lausanne Forum.  I 
recommended the strategic reality of the growing Diaspora movement,
and the need to address the matter of permanent resident peoples (immigrants and 
refugees) and temporary resident groups, e.g. international students.  Perhaps you too 
received that survey and suggested the need for Diaspora missions.  How wonderful 
that the 2004 Forum did include the new topic and issue groups for Diaspora and 
International Students.

As the Forum convener for the International Student Ministries Issue Group, which 
included 24 ISM leaders representing 12 countries, I challenged some leaders to 
conduct a national ISM consultation.  Yvonne Choo, acting General Secretary of the 
FES ministry in Singapore, did convene two Singapore National ISM Consultations in 
2006 and 2007. 

The primary issue which the 2004 ISM group wanted to address concerned the 
challenges of Returnees.  Due to the need to focus on producing the joint Issue Group 
paper with the Diaspora group, (which became LOP#55), our group did not have time to 
adequately discuss reentry and returnee issues.  Four years later, several of the 
participants met at the International Consultation About Reentry/Returnees (I-CARE'08) 
held in conjunction with ACMI'08 in Wash DC.

In 2007 the LCWE International Student Ministry Special Interest Group was 
established.

Two Lausanne Regional ISM Leaders Consultations in 2009 were convened to prepare 
the way for Cape Town 2010:



*  Lausanne Asia-Pacific Regional ISM Leaders Consultation, Singapore,
    September 30-October 2nd

*  Lausanne Greater European Regional ISM Leaders Consultation, co-
   endorsed with the European Evangelical Alliance and IFES; Amsterdam, 
   November 17-19

The purpose of the Lausanne ISM Special Interest Committee, which became the ISM 
Issue Network, seeks to develop a global network of ISM leaders for the mobilization, 
pioneering, and enhancement of ISM in their countries and region.

A couple "blind-spots" or needs of ISM that need to be addressed are:

*  the need for advanced and academic training for ISM workers, which
             will also include research for ISM

*  the need to include outreach to international faculty and researchers in 
    the scope of ministry 

This paper has not addressed the practical "how-to's" of doing ISM.  There is a wealth 
of information on 'best-practices' and principles, as well as publications for ISM found on 
ISM websites, such as those listed in this paper, and the Lausanne ISM Bibliography. 

Practical ISM training conferences are also offered by a number of ISMs, including 
ACMI, ISI, Friends International, International Student Ministries Canada, IFES Europe/
Interaction, and other organizations listed above. 

"The Great Blind-spot in Missions" has not completely yielded to full-vision, but needs 
the continual application of the Holy Spirit's sight-giving touch as He develops the ISM 
Movement world-wide.  I'm grateful that the Lausanne Movement is one of the vessels 
through which He will work.

------------------------

p.s.  Had I been able to be with you, I would have distributed freely, Crossing Cultures 
Here and Now: Friendships with International Students (2006), by Lisa Espineli Chinn, 
National Director, International Student Ministries, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.   
See:  www.ivcf.org/ism (then link to ISM store)



               


